
Introduction 
While not all churches may have children worshipping among the 
congregation on a Sunday morning, most churches have children and 
schools in their local community. This guide suggests ways to build and 



At the heart of ministry with local schools is our mission as God’s 
people to be salt and light in the places we find ourselves. As 
we build connections and relationships between the school and 
church, new opportunities arise for all involved to encounter faith 
and to learn and share together.

From the outset, it’s important to recognise that you are forming 
a partnership – a healthy working relationship. This should be 
mutually supportive, where the church can contribute in ways that 
meet the needs of the school, and the school can respond in kind. 
As a church, it is best to come with an open heart and mind, leaving 
our assumptions of what we might do or achieve at the door. 
Building good relationships is key. 

Make contact with the school
The most significant step is to make contact with your local school. 
This may be with the head teacher, a school governor or another 
key figure known to you. Whoever it is, always begin by seeking 
to know what the school’s needs are, and how best the church 
community can serve the school. By recognising that we are a guest 
in that space, we aren’t driven by our own agendas but instead 
guided by those leading and responsible in school. Starting here is 
the best possible way to ensure a mutually supportive relationship 
can be nurtured, one that is built on trust and partnership for the 
benefit of all involved.

Once you have established a good relationship with the school,  
ask how the church can be a source of support for pupils, parents 
and teachers. As a church, you may feel you have a little or a lot to 
offer in terms of resources, but regardless there will be something 
your faith community is uniquely able to contribute. Whether it’s a 
pre-school, primary or secondary school, ask ‘What can we help  
you with?’ You are bound to discover new possibilities not 
previously considered.

For more ideas see: 50 ways to engage local schools:  
https://www.churchleadership.com/50-ways/50-ways-to-engage-
local-schools/

Build a team 
As you consider your next steps, think about who else from your 
church could get involved. Being part of a small team, even if it’s 
just two or three of you, can make a big difference and bring some 
impetus as your creative ideas take shape. 

Select volunteersw8 



Religious Education visits



Suggestions for other areas of the curriculum
Humanities and social sciences 
If you have a historical building, no doubt you’re aware of the ways 
you could use it for local historical studies, but newer buildings have 
much to offer too. Local studies in Geography often look at the 
way communities have changed and evolved. You could explore 
how the area has changed using maps and statistics. Why was the 
church built here and who does it serve? Why are some former 
church buildings now used for different purposes?

Art and music 
Churches are often great spaces to explore art, and also to create 
art. Perhaps you have some interesting windows, or artworks that 
might inspire pupils’ own creations. 

Encourage children to sing in your space – they are sure to 
appreciate the acoustics!

STEM 
Bring learning to life using maths, science and technology by 
offering activities such as biodiversity trails of your churchyard or 
grounds, maths trails (perhaps even looking for the divine ratio), 
engineering and architecture tours.

SEND and Home-school visits call for a tailored, child-led approach, 
often at a more relaxed pace than a typical school visit. Hand-on 
activities are greatly appreciated.

Case studies from a church in West Yorkshire 
The Easter Story 
We explored the Easter story with classes 
of children from the four primary schools in 
the parish. Six scenes happened in different 
parts of the church to create a sense of 
atmosphere and journey, and a lit candle 
(with careful risk assessment!) was carried 
round to represent the Light of the World; 
on occasion, a child took the part of Jesus. 
We were lucky to have a balcony to use 
to explain the story of the Last Supper, 
and to sing a simple song. Plants turned a 

side chapel into the Garden of Gethsemane, where the children 
pretended to sleep and wake with the disciples. In the main church, 
two squares of chairs represented the Courtyard (with a mock 
fire) and the Trial (with a raised dais, purple drapes and ‘throne’). 
The Crucifixion happened right at the front of the chancel, with 
the Resurrection scene at the other side, complete with a ‘tomb’ 



In this section, we will consider the artefacts that children might 
discover within the church setting, as well as the evidence that they 
might gather from the things they see. Every church is different, but 
there are consistent themes (even if there is little visible evidence, 
for example, where a congregation gathers in a community centre or 
school hall). This section will also explore some of the ways children 
might interact with or respond to the things that they see in the 
church, and how you as a church might encourage them to do so. 

Explore the space and objects
It is important that children are allowed to explore and touch things. 
Seeing a kneeler, for example, is different to understanding why 
someone might kneel to talk to God. 

Your church leadership may need to discuss in advance whether 
there are areas or artefacts that are out of bounds and the 
reasoning for this. How will you explain this to the children without 
making them feel unwelcome or untrusted? If there is anything 



Learning about Christian worship
In this section, we will explore how to describe and explain the 
activities children might experience if they were to attend your 
church service. We will focus on helping children to grasp the 
different elements of worship, what they mean, and why they  
are important. It’s important to keep in mind that there’s limited  
time to present the services, so we can’t go into great detail  
about each aspect or provide indepth theological explanations  
of the sacraments, even if we’re enthusiastic about it! Think of  
this as a movie trailer for our services – highlight the main points, 
keep it engaging, and interactive when possible – and make  
those in attendance eager to come and experience the full service 
for themselves!

Think about ways children can notice, listen, touch, see and 
experience aspects or elements of Christian worship. It’s important 
to note that every church is different, even within the same 
denomination. Therefore, it’s essential to preface any explanations 
with phrases such as ‘in our church, we...’ or ‘some Christians do...’. 
This will help explain the diversity of styles in the Christian Church 
and validate the worship styles of children from different church 
backgrounds. Just as we talk about diverse cultures, we should talk 
about diverse practices as ‘not wrong, just different’.

Context 
The majority of families rarely visit a church, let alone attend a 
service. For many of the children who will visit the church, their only 
exposure to services may be during major holidays like Christmas 
and Easter, or for important family events such as christenings, 
weddings, and funerals. While it’s important to talk about these 



Prayer
Are there visual reminders of prayer in your church: kneelers, a 
prayer room, a published intercessions/prayer list, posters about 
missionaries, candles to light in a chapel? 

Explain that there are many ways to pray. Prayer is simply a 
conversation with God. Because Christians believe that God wants 
relationship with us, we are invited to talk to God about everything. 
We don’t have to pray in church, we can pray anywhere, but we 
often pray together in this building. Christians believe God listens 
to our prayers and responds. Sometimes God speaks to us. It 
could be through his Word in the Bible, sometimes in our hearts 
through a sense of deep peace, sometimes God speaks through 
encouragement from a friend. 

You might want to have some prayer stations set up where children 
can engage with different prayer prompts or allow them to try 
kneeling as they pray. Think about how you phrase any prayer 
prompts so that children of other faiths, or none, can be included. 

Communion
While there might be some big differences between churches 
regarding how Communion is shared (from the altar given by the 
minister, passed from one person to the next in the congregation, 
whether children are allowed to take Communion or not, etc), the 
core explanation as to why Christians take Communion is the same. 
The aim here is not to confuse the children but instead to keep 
things simple. Again, remember to use the phrase ‘In this church, 
we…’ as you explain the ways in which Communion is shared. 

Then move on to why we share Communion. Here are some videos 
and resources that will help you consider simple ways to explain 
Communion to children: 

https://request.org.uk/resource/restart/2015/09/18/communion-a-
special-meal-2/

https://youtu.be/YEXdXbkXYks

Invitation to worship
Some schools may wish to attend a worship service or ask you 
to provide a short act of worship for the group. Look for ways to 
welcome and include the children and staff – mentioning the name 
of the school, providing support materials and reserving appropriate 



While a standard church visit can be helpful educationally, there 
are lots of other opportunities for a church to encourage children, 
staff and parents to come into the building as well as making 
connections and building relationship with them on their own 
ground. 

Whatever a church offers should enrich the children’s engagement 
with the church, provide support and a welcome to them and 
their families and teachers, be offered with no expectations or 
assumptions about the children’s faith, background or future 
involvement. It may be that the church just offers premises for an 
event, provides something for the children, encourages shared 
participation in an event, or supports pastoral needs.

Whatever you are planning, ensure that you have carried out a 
thorough risk assessment and have appropriate safeguarding 
measures, as well as the necessary DBS checks in place for the 
benefit of all.

Other ways to explore faith 

Celebrations and seasons
•	� Many schools value support and involvement around key 

times of the Christian year, for instance at Easter, Harvest, 
Remembrance Day, Advent and Christmas, or to mark transitions 
like a Primary School leavers’ service. Partner together to 
commemorate/celebrate these occasions through simple 
services or creative acts of worship. Coming together as 
school, church and local community at these times can prove 
enormously rewarding for everyone involved.

•	� Create a Nativity or Easter trail for children to follow round the 
church premises, exploring the story as they go. You may choose 
to create your own, maybe using QR codes to link to videos of 
the story being told; maybe using church members dressed up 
as characters who tell their part of the story; or maybe having 
craft tables/prayer spaces linked to each part of the story. Roots 
for Churches have produced some ready-made nativity and 
Easter trails as well as many seasonal and school service plans. 
wwwrootsforchurches.com/schools

•	� Act out a pop-up nativity with children taking roles as you tell  
the story.

Nurture spirituality 
•	� We can invite school groups in to do Bible Alive or some 

religious education in a creative way. There may be opportunities 
to set up reflective spaces or prayer stations in the school or in 
the church. These can be spaces to ask big questions of life, 
share some of the foundations of Christian faith and explore the 
overarching story of God’s love, grace and provision that we 
discover in Scripture. Through activities that engage the senses, 
everyone can find a way to respond to their own spiritual queries 
and longings.

•	� Offer workshops exploring the intersection of Science and faith. 
God and the Big Bang (https://gatbb.co.uk/church-school-link/) 
and The Farraday Institute (https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/
schools/overview/) offer resources and speakers for schools.

O�er your space
Churches generally offer a large and often adaptable space that 
could be used for a range of activities.

O�er the church premises
•	� As a venue for a school carol concert, special assembly, event or 

nativity play.  

•	� To host an art exhibition of children’s work (especially if they 
do artwork or write poetry in response to a church visit). This 
provides an opportunity for parents to visit the church and 
maybe be provided with refreshments while there.

•	� For children to explore any war memorials, epitaphs or 
gravestones, to talk about remembrance, death and dying, or for 
local history.

•	� If the school is holding an event and the church is close enough, 
it may be helpful to offer parking (if you have a car park).

•	� To provide space for families who homeschool to gather to 
engage in projects together or simply supporting one another. 

•	� Some churches use their space for a breakfast or afterschool 
club, or for toasties at lunchtime in the school holidays. Why not 
take a walk around your premises and list the variety of ways in 
which it could be used?

Don’t forget the outside of your church
�This provides lots of opportunities for art, technology, history as  
well as RE.

•	� Hold a minibeast hunt in the grounds – this is also an opportunity 
to talk about creation.

•	� Your church’s outside space could be a location for school 
gardening groups.

•	� If your church has a graveyard, children may want to talk about 
your beliefs about death and heaven. You need to be prepared 
for this. Avoid vocabulary such as ‘went to sleep’, ‘we lost them’ 
or ‘went to glory’ – children cope better with the word ‘died’ 
than many adults, and can be confused or frightened by other 
terminology. Encourage children to voice their own thoughts. 
https://childrensministry.com/deal-with-death/ can help you 
prepare.

•	� Utilise some of these wonderful outdoor trail resources. Invite the 
school to complete the trail and explore the biodiversity in the 
church grounds.

	 –  Muddy Church https://www.muddychurch.co.uk/

	 –  Sunhats and Wellieboots  
	 –  https://www.sunhatsandwellieboots.com/ 

	 –  Roots for Churches www.rootsforchurches.com/outdoors

https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/schools/overview/
https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/schools/overview/
https://childrensministry.com/deal-with-death/
https://www.muddychurch.co.uk/ or 
https://www.sunhatsandwellieboots.com/  
http://www.rootsforchurches.com/outdoors
https://kitchentable.org.uk/


Provide support for children
•	� Offer your church hall to the school for extra space for exams  

if needed.

•	� Consider if you could provide an afterschool homework club, 
preferably with snacks – volunteers might be able to help with 
homework or revision for tests. 

•	� Many schools would value volunteer help supporting pupils’ 
mental health and wellbeing. Volunteer and community groups 
can be part of Mental Health Support Teams.  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mental-health-and-wellbeing-
support-in-schools-and-colleges 
Explore training in Active or Reflective listening for your 
volunteers and work together with the school to meet 
safeguarding requirements. There could be opportunities 
for volunteers to train as mentors with organisations such as 
Transforming Lives for Good (TLG) https://www.tlg.org.uk/your-
church/early-intervention

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mental-health-and-wellbeing-support-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mental-health-and-wellbeing-support-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.tlg.org.uk/your-church/early-intervention
https://www.tlg.org.uk/your-church/early-intervention
https://kick.org.uk/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eY6OWrV4ieo&ab_channel=TheSalvationArmyUK%26IrelandTerritory 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eY6OWrV4ieo&ab_channel=TheSalvationArmyUK%26IrelandTerritory 
https://www.tlg.org.uk/your-church/make-lunch  
https://prayerspacesinschools.com/
https://ridinglights.org/ 
https://saltminetrust.org.uk/theatre
https://www.playitbyeardrama.com/
https://www.playitbyeardrama.com/
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/open-the-book/
http://www.rootsforchurches.com/educationsunday


Remember that the purpose of engagement with your local school 
is the building of relationships. Many children who come to faith 
do so because of a positive relationship they have formed with 
someone of faith during their childhood years. The aim is not to get 
‘bottoms in pews’ on a Sunday morning, but to share God’s love 
with the children in your local community and help them recognise 
church and being part of God’s family as a place where they can 
feel safe, valued and welcome. You may not see them again in your 
church setting, but you are sowing seeds. And you will find your 
faith is nourished and grows in return.

6. Conclusion

This guide has been written by members of the Children’s Ministry 
Network (CMN), an official network of Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland (CTBI). CMN exists to bring together all those 
with national responsibility who work with children and families in 
denominations and Christian agencies who are in sympathy with 
the aims and objectives of CTBI.  

Roots for Churches, who have contributed to the design and 
formatting of this resource, are members of the CMN and partner 
with many of the denominations represented there. Line drawings 
have been provided by a young illustrator, Gus Richards.
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