United Reformed Church Children’s and Youth Work e Week 1 — September
2023

Faith Adventures

ior Children Together

For guidance on the purpose of the resource and

Committed to URC Children Together: how to use it as a launch pad for your engagement
enabling everyone to grow more like Jesus with children and families, please use this link:
together in the home, church and beyond. https://urc.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2023/01/FACT-how-to-sheet.pdf

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 — A time for everything

Theme: There’s a time for making choices
Contents:ents:
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3%3A1-8&version=ERV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aVgbU-nYWA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22eS8acYlKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JrpE0uIVpLo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yK_pmpF1S7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkenkJVGmM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WB6jhbtDUZE
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all. The world that they found themselves in played with their senses allowing them to taste happiness and
hear green music rustling through the trees. Before they could explore fully the map let out a melodic hum,
focussing them on their task. They followed the path ahead until they reached two landmarks clearly marked
on the map.
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Modern parables

Jesus used stories to help people understand the things of God, even though they weren't necessarily overtly
Christian stories. Lots of children’s books can be used in a similar way as a conversation starter on the week’s

theme. Examples are shared here but you may think of others too.

‘You Choose’ by Pippa Goodhart

Read by Emma Jane Wakelin https://youtu.be/DKf zyJGkzo
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Express

Praying together: how can you involve the children actively in prayer?
Creative prayer —turn, turn, turn

(Note for leaders: If your group is not used to praying out loud, it might be helpful if you have a couple of
examples to offer to the group to start things off. If members of the group don’t want to offer a prayer out loud,
that should be respected.)

Invite the children to stand somewhere in your space. They don’t need to stand in line, or in any order.

Tell the group that they are going to be given the opportunity to pray for people, places or situations where they
want change to happen. Praying is a choice that they can make — and praying can bring about change too.
Their prayer can be a sentence, or just a word. When they have offered a prayer to the group, everyone should
turn around to face a different direction — to demonstrate that change has happened and that there is a new
way of looking at things.

Spoken prayer

Ever-present God, who knows our hearts and minds
Be with us when we have choices to make.

Our choices can make ourselves, or others,
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Jesus ous friend, %w

Altemnate hands ="
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