Welcome to Families on Faith Adventures @ Home!

This resource has been put together for you by the United Reformed Church Children’s and
Youth Work team and the synod CYDOs and their equivalents.

We hope you will enjoy sharing a time of faith and fellowship together as a family through
these stories, games, activities, and prayers. They are designed as a ‘pick and mix’ of ways
to experience God’s message through the Bible, exploring what it means to you and express
that in words and action. They are not linked to the lectionary but can be used in any order
as we explore all the different parts of the Bible.

The Walking the Way challenges are one way of continuing our walk with Jesus throughout
the week.

These ideas are designed to be intergenerational - maybe even to be shared with family or
friends via the internet.

These activities are planned to be used together as a family and under adult supervision.
Please be aware of your family’s ages and abilities as some activities may need more adult
support than others. Stay safe and have fun!

With many varieties of activities and things to do to help explore the theme.
Look out for this ‘hands on’ symbol.
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Bible context: 1 Samuel

The book of 1 Samuel was written around 900 BCE by a few authors, including Samuel himself. It was
originally a very long scroll which became two separate books (1 and 2 Samuel) in the Bible. The book
tells the story of Samuel who was born to Hannah. Hannah prayed for a baby and promised God that
if she had a son, she would give him back to God to serve in the tabernacle.

This story helps us to explore what it means to pray to God and wait for the answer.

Watch and Listen

Hannah and God by Saddleback Kids https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvVfSeG_1Ts

The story of Hannah by Stick Figure Scriptures https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5dNWtt6ILjc
The story told in Poem and pictures by Fishnet Bible Stories
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvVfSeG_1Ts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5dNWtt6lLjc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2K3-cnfDPc&t=63s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmdZlvAAv1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPrR8JMisTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3vXskhI1ig&list=RDJ3vXskhI1ig&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEBwPW_v0Y0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=STSrYFHJHbM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nqgxS2jccfM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7iP09OqPFg
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Story Four — a prayer that was answered not as expected

Lydia wanted to work for the church. When she first started, she worked for free. She was praying for
money and expecting God to answer as he had previously done, with people giving her a financial
gift. Instead, she was offered a job of cleaning the church kitchens and toilets each week. It gave her
a regular income and was pretty well paid; not the answer she wanted (she didn't enjoy scrubbing
loos) or expected but was way better.

Modern Parables — books that explore the same theme

‘Little Rabbit Waits for the Moon’

by Beth Shoshan and Stephanie Peel

Little Rabbit is very tired but is waiting for the moon to come. How
long will he have to wait? How hard will he find waiting?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cw62h6HUZY&t=26s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53N_N6uZDjA
/wp-content/uploads/1638/09/Families_on_Faith_Adventures_-_Week_49_-_Reconnecting_With_Our_Parent_God_Lent_4_.pdf
/wp-content/uploads/1638/09/Families_on_Faith_Adventures_-_Week_49_-_Reconnecting_With_Our_Parent_God_Lent_4_.pdf

Table Top Discussions

Each day over a mealtime, have a quick conversation. Here are a few questions to get you going.
0 Share your own stories of times you have prayed to God and what the answer was.
0 Why does it seem that some people get the answers to prayer that they want, and others don’t?

o0 Do you think that Hannah believed her prayer for a son would be answered? Why did she
promise to give him back to the temple if she wanted a son so much?

0 Have you ever made a bargain/deal with God? Can we persuade God to do things by making
promises?

0 What are the things that you most want to have/see in life? What are the things you always
pray for?
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Pray Together

Edition 117 — ‘Hannah’s Prayer’ (1 Samuel 1) Page | 10






To Do Together...

Bubble Beards

You will need:

Edition 117 — ‘Hannah’s Prayer’ (1 Samuel 1) Page | 12



Prayer Stars -F

by .7
You will need:  Six sticks the same size ? A
Small elastic bands/string - ;"*{fA*’
Tissue paper and glue/water mix - optional A
"
What you do: ;

Create a star using sticks or pencils by making
two triangles and joining them with either
elastic bands or string.

If you want to create a solid star, layer two
tissues on either side of the star and gently
paint them with a mixture of half water half
glue, leave it to dry overnight and then trim
it. You can then write your prayer on it.

Write or draw your prayers on ribbons or tags
and tie them onto your star.

Hang your prayer stars up somewhere, for
the wind to blow it and the holy spirit to
move over it.

What do you hope for? What prayers are you
making today?

~ Blow Away Art

You will need:
Gather some things you fnd outside

What you do:
Create an image from the things you have found and then let the wind blow it
away.

Sometmes we have to let go of things and let the wind of the spirit take it and
let it be heard.

We then need to wait for an answer, it may be yes, it may be no, it may be
something diferent and unexpected just like our stories today.
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(Create a table for the week, perhaps one like this: \
Mon | Tues | Wed | Thurs | Fri | Sat | Sun

Hannah kept her

Our Walking the Way
Challenge this time is...

Everyday Faith:

Scrapbooking:

Take it Further:
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https://www.24-7prayer.com/a-new-prayer-resource-for-children/
https://www.24-7prayer.com/a-new-prayer-resource-for-children/
https://www.24-7prayer.com/5-ways-to-pray-together-as-a-family/
https://www.24-7prayer.com/5-ways-to-pray-together-as-a-family/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Our-Family-GodVenture-Victoria-Beech/dp/0956385907
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Our-Family-GodVenture-Victoria-Beech/dp/0956385907

Adventurers Go!
You’ve shared together, now share with us!

Why not send photos of your crafts, your treasure boxes, your Walking the Way challenges -
or dress up to make a tableau of the Big Story and take a photo to send in.

Email your photos to: lorrainewebb@urc.org.uk
with parental permission for them to be used in publicity and online URC social media.

Alternatively, share them on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/URCchildren.and.youth/
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/resources-for-children-and-youth

