




PREFACE 

The Joint Negotiating Group was appointed by the two churches. The Congregational 
Union of Scotland made its appointments following a resolution of the Assembly in 
September 1985 and the United Reformed Church made its appointments through its 
Executive Committee in November 1985. The Joint Group first met at Durham on April 
2/3 1986, and subsequently at Crieff, London, Edinburgh and Windermere, with many 
smaller consultations in between. 

Interim reports were given to the CUS Assembly in September 1986 when a resolution 
to prepare a Scheme of Union was approved by 72 % of members present and voting, and 
to the URC General Assembly in May 1987 when a resolution to proceed along the lines 
of the first draft was approved nem. con. 

These proposals are now submitted to the Assemblies of both churches for their 
consideration in the belief that they are a practical, positive and important step towards 
the fulfilment of Christ's prayer for his church. 
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PART I 



know our sinfulness and pray that we may be forgiven for our mixed motives, unworthy fears and 
narrow vision. But we know, too, the goodness of God in our histories, as churches and as 
individuals. 

Grace has been given, men and women have been led into new hope, evil has been resisted, prayer 
has been powerful. So we thank the Lord of the church and declare our faith in his constancy. 
In obedience to him we seek unity. We offer our united experience and gifts for his work in the 
world. 
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PART II 

THE UNIFYING 



and 

resolution to concur of which such written notice has been given and a non-concurring 
church 



(g) The Congregational Union of Scotland Nominees Limited will remain in being but under 
the name of Synod of Scotland Nominees Limited subject to the following provisions: 

(i) The 



PART Ill 

(The text in this part of the Proposals is a draft of the Parliamentary Bill to be presented folloM5 Tm 1.5



of the Congregational Union of Scotland with the United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom; 
and for connected purposes. · 

WHEREAS-

( 1) The Congregational Union of Scotland comprising the Evangelical Union and the 
Congregational Union as existing in" 1896 (hereinafter called "the 



"date ofunification" means the date on which is passed the Unifying Declaration; 
"dissolved association" means an association dissolved by section 5 (Dissolution ofunincorporated 
associations) of this Act; 
"General Assembly" means the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church; 

"local church" means a local church of the United Reformed Church; 

"Moderator" means the Moderator of the General Assembly; 
"non-concurring church" means any one of the member churches of the Union which shall not 
have passed a resolution to concur; 
"property" means property of every description wheresoever situate and includes property held 
on trust and securities, rights and powers of every description; 
"Proposals for Unification" means the Proposals for Unification approved by resolution of the 
General Assembly on ; and by resolution of the Annual Assembly of the Union passed on 
"resolution to concur" means a resolution of a member church of the Union under and in 
accordance with the Proposals for Unification; 
"Synod of Scotland" means the national Synod for Scotland as defined in the Structure of the 
United Reformed Church; 

"trust deed" means any deed, instrument or other writing constituting a trust or in terms of which 
any property is or may be held in trust and shall include any settlement, trust deed, deed of 
covenant, trust disposition and settlement, will or codicil; any disposition or other deed or 
conveyance relating to land; any private or local Act of Parliament, Royal Charter or resolution 
of any corporation or ecclesiastical body and any court decree or interlocutor. 
"Unifying Assembly" means the General Assembly and the Annual Assembly of the Union 
meeting together in accordance with the Proposals for Unification; 
"Unifying Declaration" means the declaration which under the Proposals for Unification effects 
the unification of the Union with the United Reformed Church thenceforth to be known as the 
United Reformed Church in Great Britain; 
"Union" means the Congregational Union of Scotland comprising the Evangelical Union and the 
Congregational Union as existing in 1896; 

"United Reformed Church" means the church or denomination as defined in section 2 
(Interpretation) of the Act of 1972. 

Validity and evidence of Unifying Declaration 

3. (1) The declaration by the person presiding over the Unifying Assembly at that Assembly 
that the Unifying Declaration has been passed in accordance with the Proposals for Unification 
shall be final and conclusive as as 
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(2) The person presiding over the meeting of a member church of the Union at which 
resolution to concur is passed or (in the event of his death or inability or unwillingness to act) a 
person present at the meeting shall forthwith certify his declaration of the passing of the resolution 
and the date thereof and send the certificate to the General Secretary of the Union. 

(3) Forthwith after the passing of this Act the General Secretary of the Union shall send 
all certificates of resolutions to concur received by him under the provisions of subsection (2) of 
this section to the Keeper of the Records of Scotland for registration in the Books of Council and 
Session. 

Dissolution of unincorporated associations 

5. (1) On the date of unification every association to which this section applies shall be 
dissolved and all offices held in, or in connection with, each such association shall be extinguished. 

(2) This section applies to­
(a) the Union; 
(b) the Annual Assembly of the Union; 
( c) each concurring church; and 
(d) every committee, council or other unincorporated association of, or exclusively 

subsidiary or ancillary to, any of the associations previously listed. 

Heritable property held in trust for concurring churches 

6. (1) (a) All heritable property which immediately before the date of unification is held 







of distribution revised only in accordance with the arbiter's determination (and for such purpose 
all trustees in whom property of the Union is vested shall act in accordance with the instructions 
given by the Synod Moderator forthwith upon receipt of the arbiter's determination.) 

(11) Any sum payable to a non-concurring church in pursuance of the provisions of this 
section shall if not so paid within three months after the date of unification carry interest at the 
rate of ()per centum per annum from the day of the date three months after the date of unification 
until the date of payment. 

(12) The Synod Moderator may for the purpose of giving effect to the schedule of 
distribution at his discretion cause a sale to be made of any part of the property of the Union and 
for such purpose the trustees in whom any part of the property of the Union is vested shall act 
in accordance with instructions given of u s e  
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association) vest in such person or body of persons as the Synod of Scotland shall from time to 
time appoint and (in the case of a power previously vested or to be vested in a minister or officer) 
in the holder of the corresponding ministry or office of the United Reformed Church: 

Provided that this section shall not apply where the trust relates to a to 



of those present and voting at a meeting of the members thereof specially convened for the 
purpose, apply to be unified with the United Reformed Church and shall be admitted thereto if 
the General Assembly so resolves by not less than three-fourths of the members thereof present 
and voting. 

(2) Any admission under the preceding subsection shall occur on such day as the 
Moderator in consultation with the Moderator of the Synod of Scotland shall appoint. 

(3) On and from the day of admission appointed under the preceding subsection the 
provisions of this Act shall apply as if the day of admission was the date of unification and as if 
the church were a concurring church. 

The Congregational Union of Scotland Nominees Limited 

19. (1) On the date of unification the name of the company shall be changed to Synod of 
Scotland Nominees Limited. 

(2) On and from the date of unification the only members of the company shall be those 
members who immediately before that date were members of the Council of Management of the 
Company or who have been appointed under the provisions of subsection (3) of this section, and 
all other members shall be deemed to have retired from membership immediately before that date. 

(3) (a) On and from the date of unification the Synod of Scotland shall have sole power 
of appointing members of the Council of Management of the company. 

(b) The Synod of Scotland may delegate the power conferred on it by paragraph (a) 
of this subsection to such other body or person as it thinks fit. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Act, on and after the date of unification references 
in the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the company to the Union and to its annual 
assembly and general committee shall be read and construed, unless the context otherwise 
requires, as references to the Synod of Scotland and references to member churches of the Union 
shall be read and construed as references to churches which-

( a) were member churches of the Union immediately prior to its dissolution or 
(b) are local churches in Scotland of the United Reformed Church. 

(5) Where immediately before the date of unification the company is acting as nominee 
of a non-concurring church or as trustees of assets held in trust for or on behalf of a non-concurring 
church, the company shall, notwithstanding the provisions of subsection ( 4) of this section, 
continue so to act until such non-concurring church appoints another body or person to act as 
nominee or trustee in its place. 

( 6) Forthwith after the date of unification a copy of this Act printed by the Queen's Printer 
shall be sent to the Registrar of Companies in Scotland who shall enter the new name of the 
Company on the register in place of the former name and shall issue a certificate of incorporation 
altered to meet the change of name. 

(7) The production of a copy of this Act printed by the Queen's Printer shall on and after 
the date of unification be conclusive evidence in all courts and proceedings of the matters set forth 
in this section. 

Seceding churches 

20. (1) In any case where the General Assembly passes a resolution permitting a concurring 
church to secede from the United Reformed Church then, as and from the date of such resolution, 
the property of any such church shall be held upon the same trusts and for the same purposes as 
it was held immediately before the date of unification. 

(2) For the purposes of this section "property" means, in relation to any such church as 
is referred to in subsection (1) of this section, property held in trust for, or for the purposes of, 
or in connection with, any such church. 

Arbitration 

21. Any question arising under this Act as to what corresponds to any association, charity, class 
of members, committee, court, institution, members, minister, ministry, office, officer, purpose, 
society, concurring church or non-concurring church, shall be determined by a single arbiter 
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THE SCHEDULE 

ADAPTATION OF TRUSTS 

Part I 

TRUSTS FOR PLACES USED FOR RELIGIOUS WORSHIP 

The premises shall be held upon the following trusts:-

1. The trustees shall permit the premises to 

held perm 0 0 10.2 52.95 602.16S 





Part II 

TRUSTS FOR MINISTERS' RESIDENCES 
AND OTHER CHURCH WORKERS' RESIDENCES 

The premises shall be held upon the following trusts:-

1. The trustees shall permit the premises to be used for such charitable purposes in connection 
with the United Reformed Church (including their use as a residence for the minister or any 
caretaker or other church worker or employee of the local church and also including their use for 
any religious or other charitable purposes not inconsistent with the principles and usages of that 
church) as the Church Meeting acting with due rrd (iue )Tj 0.0261 Tc 1.91e0.08



5. If the Synod on the recommendation of the District Council made to it after consultation 
between representatives of that council and the Church Meeting resolves that the use of the 
premises as aforesaid is or if continued would be no longer useful and that the premises ought to 
be disposed of the trustees shall sell or let the premises under the direction of the Synod and shall 
apply the net proceeds of sale or letting in the man.ner prescribed by paragraph (2)( d) hereof. 

6. Any person acquiring from the trustees in good faith and for value an interest in or charge 
on or security over the premises or part thereof may accept without further inquiry a statement 
in the document transferring, creating or evidencing such interest or charge or security to the effect 
that the trustees are acting in exercise of the powers conferred on them by this deed and the interest 
or charge or security to which such document relates shall not be capable of being impugned on 
the grounds that it was transferred or created without authority. 

7. (1) The power of appointing and removing trustees shall be vested in the Church Meeting 
to the exclusion of the trustees' statutory power to assume new trustees and shall be exercised by 
a resolution of the majority of those present and voting at a meeting convened by notice stating 
the purpose of the meeting given at each service held on the two Sundays immediately preceding 
the meeting. The chairman shall have for this purpose if necessary a C(!.sting vote. If there is no 
Church Meeting in existence to exercise the power of appointing new trustees as aforesaid, the 
statutory power of assuming new trustees shall be vested in the trustees for the time being. 

(2) No individual person shall 
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PART 



whom he met; 
to bear witness to the lordship of Christ over the nations in all the variety of their organised 
life. 

THE FAITH OF THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

12. The United Reformed Church confesses the faith of the Church Catholic in one God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. It acknowledges that the life of faith to which it is called is a gift of the Holy 
Spirit continually received in Word and Sacrament and in the common life of God's people. It 
acknowledges the Word of God in the Old and New Testaments, discerned under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, as the supreme authority for the faith and conduct of all God's people. 

13. The United Reformed Church believes that, in the ministry of the Word, through preaching 
and the study of the Scriptures, God makes known in each age his saving love, his will for his people 
and his purpose for the world. 
14. The United Reformed Church observes the gospel sacrament of baptism into Christ as a gift 
of God to his Church, and as an appointed means of grace. Baptism is administered with water 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. It is the sacrament of entry into 
the Church and is therefore administered once only to any person. 

When the Church observes this sacrament it makes explicit at a particular time and place 
and for a particular person what God has accomplished in Christ for the whole creation and for 
all people - the forgiveness of sins, the sanctifying power of the Holy 

When 





ministers. Those who enter on such ministries commit themselves to them for so long as God wills: 
the United Reformed Church having solemnly acknowledged their vocation and accepted their 
commitment shall appoint them to their particular ministry and 3ive them authority to exercise 
it within the Church, setting them apart with prayer that they shall be given all needful gifts and 
graces for its fulfilment, which solemn setting apart shall in the case of ministers and elders be 
termed ordination. 
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It is the responsibility of the ministers and Elders' Meeting, before bringing the names of 
candidates to the Church Meeting, to be assured of the sincerity of their intention. After adequate 
preparation, and acceptance by the Church Meeting, candidates shall be publicly admitted to the 
full privileges and responsibilities of membership of the Church of Jesus Christ and in particular 
to the membership of the local church. 

This act may include the laying on of hands as a sign of the commissioning of those called 
by God to the service of Jesus Christ. Acceptance of the candidates, as also their acceptance of 
their commission, shall be signified by the giving and receiving of the right hand of fellowship. 
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In the light of this statement of the nature, faith and order of the United Reformed Church 
and concerning the functions of the eldership, the elders-elect are now asked to answer the 
following questions: 

1. Do you confess again your faith in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit? 

Ido. 

2. In dependence on God's grace do you reaffirm your trust in Jesus Christ as saviour and Lord 
and your promise to follow him and to seek to do arid bear his will all the days of your life? 

Ido. 

3. Do you believe that the Word of God in the Old and New Testaments, discerned under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, is the supreme authority for the faith and conduct of all God's 
people? 

Ido. 

4. Do you accept the office of elder of the 

the faith N e w  





Testaments, discerned under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, as the supreme authority for 
the faith and conduct of all God's people. 

4. The United Reformed Church accepts with thanksgiving the witness borne to the Catholic 
faith by the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds and recog 10 172.n10.0195 Tc 1.881 09.69hd (rh8pi38Tj 0.0451 Tc 2.435supreme )Tj 0.033 2TTc 10 0 0 1o39m (Church ) 

and fostles' 



in which we give expression to our faith 
in forms which we believe contain 
the essential elements of the Church's life, 
both catholic and reformed; 
but we afftrm our right and readiness, 
if the need arises, 
to change the Basis of Union 
and to make new statements of faith 
in ever new obedience to the Living Christ. · 

Held together in the Body of Christ 
through the freedom of the Spirit, 
we rejoice in the diversity of the Spirit's gifts 
and uphold the rights of personal conviction. 
For the sake of faith and fellowship 
it shall be for the Church to decide 
when differences of conviction 
hurt our unity and peace. 
We believe that 
Christ gives his Church a government 
distinct from the government of the state. 
In things that affect obedience to God 
the Church is not subordinate to the state, 
but must serve the Lord Jesus Christ, 
its only King and Head. 
Civil authorities are called 
to serve God's will of justice and peace for all humanity, 
and to respect the rights of conscience and belief. 

We affirm our intention 
to go on praying and working, 
with all our fellow Christians, 
for the visible unity of the Church 
in the way Christ chooses, 
so that people and nations 
may be led to love and serve God 
and praise him more and more for ever. 

8 THE STRUCTURE OF THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

(1) Members of the United Reformed Church associated in a locality for worship witness and 
service shall together comprise a local church. Since the proper functioning of the local church 
is so fundamental to the life of the United Reformed Church, where there is a number of small 
congregations in proximity to one another unable separately to provide leadership and resources 
for the work of the Church, such congregations shall consult with the District Council to formulate 
an acceptable scheme for joining together with a single membership, a common Church Meeting 
and Elders' Meeting, representative of all the constituent congregations, and a shared ministry. 

(2) The United Reformed Church shall be divided into National and Provincial Synods, and 
these Synod areas into Districts or Areas of Ecumenical Co-operation, each such division 
comprising the geographical area from time to time assigned to it by the General Assembly. 

(3) The oversight of the United Reformed Church shall be the concern both of the local church cnd gwded Cepresentative aouncil s. The Council sof 

the 
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each shall be recognised by members of the United Reformed Church as possessing such authority, 
under the Word of God and the promised guidance of the Holy Spirit, as shall enable it to exercise 
its functions and thereby to minister in that sphere of the life of the United Reformed Church with 
which it is concerned. 

9. THE COMPOSITION AND FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCILS OF THE UNITED 
REFORMED CHURCH 

(1) The Church Meeting of the local church shall consist of those persons who have been 
admitted to the full privileges and responsibilities of membership of the United Reformed Church 
and whose names are included on the membership roll of such local church. The Church Meeting 
may invite other persons who regularly worship with the local church but whose names are not 
on the membership roll to attend and speak at its meetings on particular occasions but no such 
person shall have the right to vote. In the Church Meeting which shall meet at least once a quarter 
and at which the minister or one of the ministers shall normally preside, the members have 
opportunity through discussion, responsible decision and care for one another, to strengthen each 
other's faith and to foster the life, work and mission of the Church. 

Functions: 

Concerning the outgoing of the Church: 

(i) to further the Church's mission in the locality; 

(ii) to develop local ecumenical relationships; 

(iii) to further the Church's compassionate ministry in the locality and throughout the world; 

(iv) to consider and support the wider work of the Church at home and abroad; 

(v) to consider public questions in relation to the Christian faith; 

(vi) to bring concerns for consideration by the Elders' Meeting and wider Councils of the Church; 

Concerning the nurture of the fellowship: 

(vii) to call a minister with concurrence of the District Council(s) concerned (see paragraph 
9(3)(ii)); 

(viii) to elect elders and officers, determining their number and period of service, and 
representatives to wider Councils; 

(ix) to admit and transfer members, to maintain standards of membership, and to suspend or 
remove names from the membership roll, always on advice from the Elders' Meeting; 

(x) to consider, always on advice from the Elders' Meeting, any application for recognition as 
a candidate for the ministry (including the auxiliary ministry) and to transmit it, if approved, 
to the District Council; 

(xi) to adopt financial reports; 

(xii) to receive reports and proposals from the Elders' Meeting, District Council, Synod and 
General Assembly and to authorise appropriate action; 

(xiii) on the recommendation of the Elders' Meeting to make or provide for the making of 
arrangements for the proper maintenance of buildings and the general oversight of all the 
financial responsibilities of the local church; 

And generally: 

(xiv) to do such other things as may be necessary in pursuance of its responsibility for the common 
life of the Church. 

(2) The Elders' Meeting of the local church shall consist of the minister(s) and the elders elected 
by the Church Meeting of such local church and shall exercise oversight of the spiritual life of the 
local church. The Elders' Meeting shall serve the local church and by its relation to the wider 
Councils of the United Reformed Church represent the whole Church to the local church. The 
minister, or one cif the ministers, or during a pastoral vacancy the interim moderator appointed 
as hereinafter provided, shall normally preside over the Elders' Meeting. 

Functions: 

(i) to foster in the congregation concern for witness and service to the community, evangelism 
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at home and abroad, Christian education, ecumenical action, local inter-church relations and 
the wider responsibilities of the whole Church; 

(ii) to see that public worship is regularly offered and the sacraments are duly administered, and 
generally to promote the welfare of the congregation; 

(iii) to ensure pastoral care of the congregation, in which the minister is joined by elders having 
particular responsibility for groups of members; 

(iv) to nominate from among its members a Church Secretary (or 



(i) Two young people, being members of the United Reformed Church, nominated by the 
District Youth Forum, Committee or equivalent. 

The District Council shall elect from among its members a Chairman, Secretary and 
Treasurer and such other officers as the Council shall from time to time think desirable and 
shall determine their periods of service. It may also appoint such committees and for such 
purposes as it from time to time may think desirable and may appoint to any such committee 
any member of the United Reformed Church notwithstanding that he is not a member of 
the Council. 

The United Reformed Church membership of the Area Meeting in each Area of Ecumenical 



(xv) 

(xvi) 

(xvii) 

to take appropriate action on matters referred to the Council by the Synod or General 
Assembly, and to initiate or transmit proposals for consideration by those bodies; 

to maintain contact with ecumenical and missionary work in the area; 

to do such other things as may be necessary in pursuance of its responsibility for the 
common life of the Church; 

(xviii) to make recommendations to the Synod for appointment to service on District Council of 

(i) United Reformed Church ministers/lay people serving as (a) full time Chaplains to 
Universities, Colleges, Hospitals, Factories, where their work is seen to be an extension 
of the ministry of the District concerned (b) Secretaries and other full time officials of 
ecumenical bodies with which the United Reformed Church is in relationship. 

(ii) United Reformed Church ministers giving significant oversight to local churches, under 
the general direction of the Council concerned. 

(iii) Ministers of other Churches appointed to serve on behalf of the United Reformed 
Church in charge of a United Reformed Church or in an ecumenical group including 
United Reformed Church interests. 

(iv) Ministers not in pastoral charge who perform duties within the District in respect of 
which the Council has some direct responsibility. 

(i) to (xviii) above describe also the functions of Area Meetings, always understanding that such 
functions as relate solely to the work of the United Reformed Church may be discharged by the 
United Reformed Church Committee of each Area Meeting. In this statement of the Structure 
of the United Reformed Church wherever the words District Council occur they shall be read as 
meaning Area Meeting in respect of those places where an Area Meeting has been duly 
established. 

( 4) The Synod of each Nation or Province being representative of the local churches and District 
Councils in that area united for the purpose of dealing with the mattters of wider concern shall 
consist of:-

( a) All ministers (including auxiliary ministers), deaconesses and registered local pastors who 
shall for the time being be members of District Councils within the Synod; 

(b) All missionaries of the United Reformed Church for the time being on furlough and for the 
time being resident within the Synod area; 

(c) Representatives of local churches within the Synod area who shall normally be members of 
the Elders' Meeting of a local church and who shall be appointed by the Church Meeting 
of such local church, the number of such representatives to be: 1-200 members one 
representative, 201-400 two representatives, 401-600 three representatives, 601-800 four 
representatives, over 800 members five representatives; 

(d) The Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, for the time being of each District Council within 
the Synod; 

(e) 

(f) 
(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

Such members of local churches, normally elders, not exceeding eight (or sueh other number 
as the General Assembly may from time to time determine) as may be co-opted by the Synod; 

Such members as shall from time to time be appointed by the General Assembly; 
A retired minister who has been appointed by the Synod as an officer of the Synod for the 
period of the appointment shall be a full member of the Synod. 

All retired ministers not covered by clause 9.4.g residing in the Synod area who shall be 
associate members of the Synod having the right to speak but not to vote at meetings of the 
Synod; 

Two young people, being members of the United Reformed Church nominated by the 
Provincial Youth Forum, Committee or equivalent. 









recommendations by Synods; 

(xix) 



A Synod may refer any dispute or difference, whether or not the same shall have come before 
it on a reference or appeal, to the General Assembly. 



PARTV 

PROCEDURES FOLLOWING UNIFICATION 

This section contains commitments and provisions for particular aspects of the life of the unified 
Church. 

A. Local Churches 

(i) Membership and Baptism 

The unified Church will accept all those who are members of either church at the time 
of union as fully members of the new URC, whether or not they have been baptised. 
From the date of unification the practice of the Church will be that baptism is integral 
to entry into full membership of the URC. This is not stated as judgement of other 
Christian bodies which do not practise baptism, is ndatioeTj 0.05 Tc 9.8287 0 0 9.7 282.382524.89 Tm (Che )Tj 0.04487433.66 59.8283 0 088.3524.89 Tm (Chundshitd )ingTj 0.05 Tc 10.066990 0 9.7 423566 557.89 Tm (Che  )Tj 9.837140 0 9.7 98.55 0 5135 52 (whi)Tj 9.923100 0 9.7 981199 535135 52 (whve )Tj 9..133060 0 9.7 427.6820 5135 52 (whreached)Tj 0.05 49Tc 9.7 0 0 9.7 231.5400 5135 52 (whiheri)Tj 0.05 Tc 10.2 0 0 9.7 22508 546135 52 (whe )Tj 0.04432Tc 9.7 0 0 9.7 132.8970 5135 52 (whfellowip )Tj 1005 Tc 10.0663 0 0 9.7 234.26 568135 52 (wh )Tj 10.2 01 0 0 9.7 343 0.4246135 52 (whe )Tj 0.0443 Tc 9.7 0 0 9.7 392.025246135 52 (whifivshi )Tj 0.05 48Tc 1049060 Td (baurch )



benefits found in the Congregational Union of Scotland Assembly, and may 
additionally meet for a one-day meeting in the spring prior to the General Assembly. 
The Synod, as the identifiable Scottish section of the church, will be referred to as a 
National Synod and may bring forward resolutions for consideration by the General 
Assembly. 

(ii) As accepted throughout the URC the Synod of Scotland will have 



(iv) 



I. Theological Education 

The URC has four recognised colleges for the training of ordination candidates. These are 
Mansfield College, Oxford; Westminster College, Cambridge; Northern College, 
Manchester; and Queen's College, Birmingham. Of these Westminster College is the only 
one owned by the URC. Queen's College is largely Church of England and Methodist but 
with URC involvement. About half the current ordinands (mainly those for auxiliary 
ministry) are trained at non-residential courses rather than in colleges. 

The Congregational Union of Scotland trains its candidates through the Scottish 
Congregational College, Edinburgh which has an independent constitution with a 
relationship to the Union similar to that of the Northern College to the URC. 

The unifying Assembly would be asked, by resolution, to recognise the Scottish 
Congregational College as one of the church's centres of training. All the recognised colleges 
and training schemes would be open to candidates from all parts of the church. 

The two churches have at present similar methods of screening candidates. The final 
decisions about acceptance for training rest with the Synod. The Ministries Department 
provides a National Assessment Conference for all candidates. 

J. Name 

The unifying Assembly will be asked to declare by resolution that the name of the church 
be The United Reformed Church in Great Britain. 

K. Appeals 

The Structure gives members and local churches rights of appeal and makes the General 
Assembly the place of final decision. Procedures for appeals are laid down in Standing 
Orders. Standing Orders also provide for the way in which a local church may initiate a 
matter for consideration by the General Assembly. 

While no local church has a right to secede, it may, following the due procedures, seek 
permission to do so. The General Assembly would consider carefully whether or not it should 
permit such secession. If it were to agree the local church would be permitted to secede with 
its property. (Part 3 Bill Section 22). If the Assembly should not agree to secession then the 
property would remain within the United Reformed Church for its continuing witness. 
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PART VII 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

1. Maintenance of the Ministry 

1.l The URC will seek to move towards parity of support for all its ministers in pastoral 
charge through the payment of a basic stipend from the central .Maintenance of the 
Ministry Fund. Differences between the two churches in this matter will take time to 
reconcile but the direction is clear, It is: 

(a) to provide ministerial support throughout the URC which will free ministers and 
their families from financial need so that they may fulfil their vocation. 

(b) to have regard to the comparable support provided by other major churches in · 
England, Scotland and Wales, 

(c) to provide a central system of payment to in fpastoal tcharg por
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URC Scheme, they will qualify for a pension from the Scheme at age 65. 

2.3 The URC Ministers' Pension Fund has an actuarial deficit caused mainly by up-rating 
pensions in line with stipends at a time of high inflation. The present URC 
congregations are making good this deficit by contributions through the Maintenance 
of the Ministry Fund, currently at the rate of £500,000 a year. The congregations 
entering the URC from the CUS will not be asked to contribute to this deficit following 
unification. Equally, the present URC congregations will not be called upon to help 
fund, whether by annual contributions or otherwise, any deficit which may arise in the 
Scottish fund or to provide additional money to improve benefits. It will be the Synod 
of Scotland which will be responsible for meeting any such requirements. 

3. Retired Ministers' Housing 

Local Authority housing is generally available for retired ministers of the Congregational 
Union of Scotland and for their widows. Those who enter the unified Church and who retire 
after the date of unification and the widows of any who die in service after the date of 
unification will be entitled to apply for housing from the Retired Ministers' Housing 
Committee of the unified Church if they are not otherwise adequately housed. In considering 
eligibility for housing, service with the Congregational Union of Scotland up to the date of 
unification will be counted in the same way as service with the United 

the service with 
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AMENDMENTS PROPOSED TO THE 
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Schedule B)+ 
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sufficient source of doctrine? 
I am so convinced. 

Do you believe in your heart that God is calling you into 
this ministry and does this truth, above all else, constrain 
you to obey in faith? 

I do so believe. 

Do you promise in this your charge to give care and 
oversight, to lead your people in worship and mission, to 
preach the Word and administer the Sacraments and to 
cherish the purity, peace and tru6 prosperity of the whole 
Church of Jesus Christ? 

I do so promise, the Lord being my helper. 

26 10 ScheduleD Bracket to read ('One of the following authorised forms to 
be read aloud at Ordination and Induction services'). 

27 11 8 last line Delete 'men' 

28 11 91ine 4/5 Delete 'men and nations' Insert 'the whole creation may be 
led more and more to ... ' 

29 11 Heading Delete 'The following ... ' Insert 'Alternative Version' 

30 13 2 first line Delete 'Provinces and Provinces' Insert 'National and 
Provincial Synods and these Synod areas ... ' 

31 13 3(c) Delete and insert 
The 
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PART IX 

THE UNIFYING ASSEMBLY 

A. Arrangements 

1. Arrangements for the Unifying Assembly will be made by the Joint Negotiating Group, 
and it will be held in Scotland. · 

2. Membership in the Unifying Assembly will be the membership of the Assembly of the 
Congregational Union of Scotland and the membership of the General Assembly of 
the United Reformed Church. 

3. The presiding officer for the Unifying Assembly to the point of passing the unifying 
declaration will be the Chairman of the Congregational Union of Scotland, and from 
that point the Moderator of the United Reformed Church in Great Britain. 

4. The costs as regards the individual members shall be carried by the two churches in 
their own ways and the overhead costs will be carried by the two churches equally up 
to the point of unification, and any costs remaining to be paid after the date of 
unification will be met by the URC central budget. 

B. Business 

By the time of the Unifying Assembly there 
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APPENDIX A 

SYNOD OF SCOTLAND 

1. Staffing 

The Joint Negotiating Group 



4. The local churches will all be directly represented on the District Council and the Synod but 
it may be advisable for them to nominate correspondents to receive direct communications 
from the Synod and District Council on such matters as Ministry, Mission, Ecumenical 
Relations, Finance, Property, Women's Work, Youth Concerns and Christian Education. 

5. It is advisable to ensure that no one is required to carry Synod office for too long and that 
there is provision for changing and renewing committee membership. This may be achieved 
by setting a normal term of appointment in committee and offices 



APPENDIXB 

PROVISIONAL DISTRICT COUNCIL STRUCTURE IN 



Selkirk .50 85 
Ha wick 1.00 131 
Newcastleton .50 77 

13.50 2302 18 6 

Airdrie District 

Airdrie- Coatdyke 1.00 220 
Airdrie - Ebenezer 1.00 320 
Airdrie-Park 1.00 145 
Bellshill 1.00 141 
Coat bridge 1.00 205 
Cumbernauld 1.00 202 
Motherwell .75 110 
Wish aw 1.00 186 
Uddingston .25 33 
Blantyre .50 109 
Hamilton .50 135 

9.00 1814 11 6 

Lanark District 

Carluke 1.00 336 
Lanark .50 70 
Lark hall 1.00 168 
Shotts 1.00 150 
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Greenock-Nelson St 1.00 378 
Helensburgh 1.00 144 
Oban .50 35 
Paisley 1.00 246 
Port Glasgow 1.00 160 

10.00 2348 11 6 

South Western District 

Annan 1.00 150 
Ardrossan 1.00 172 
Beith .50 106 
Catrine .50 55 
Cumnock 1.00 340 
Dreghorn .50 40 
Dumfries 1.00 108 
Kilmarnock 1.00 290 
Kilwinning 1.00 184 
Saltcoats .50 46 
Sanquhar .50 50 
Stewarton .50 116 
Thornhill .25 40 

9.25 1697 13 6 

TOTALS 81.75 16139 105 46 

Total Assembly 
Representatives 46 

Plus Synod- 9 55 

Three Districts cover wide areas: Northern would require to fly representatives from the islands 
at least once yearly, Eastern could meet in two parts (Border and Edinburgh) as could South 
Western (Kilmarnock and Dumfries) except for once a year. 
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