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Minutes of the 

FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

of the 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

in 

England and Wales 

At London and within Westminster Central Hall, 
on Thursday the 5th day of October 1972 at 
10 o'clock a.m. 

Public Worship 

The Assembly of the Congregational Church in England and Wales and the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of England convened and were 
constituted with prayer, Public Worship being conducted by the Revd . C. J. 
Buckingham, President of the Congregational Church in England and Wales. 

Uniting Declaration 

The Assembly of the Congregational Church in England and Wales, on the 
motion of the Revd . Dr. J. Marsh seconded by the Revd . R. Bocking, adopted, 
by the required majority, the following resolution: 

'The Assembly of the Congregational Church in England and Wales being 
satisfied that all necessary action has been taken to give legal effect to such 
provisions of the Scheme of Union promulgated by the Joint Committee for 
Conversations between our Churches as require legal sanction, 



and 



Minute Clerk 

On the motion of the Moderator the Revd . B. M . Pratt was appointed to keep 
the minutes of the 1st Assembl y. 

Standing Orders 

The Revd. B. M. Pratt laid on the table the Standing Orders, as set out in the 
Report of the Joint Committee (Appendix 1). On his motion th ey were held as 
read and adopted. 

f\lon-uniting Churches 

The Moderator reported the addition to the list of non-uniting churches applying 
for membership (Book of Reports, p. 51) of the following : Chigwell Row, 
United Free ; Union St. Oldham ; Arund el, Sussex; Fleetwood, Lanes; Union, 
Winscombe, Somerset; Prescot, Lanes; Hadleigh, Suffolk, and llkeston , 
Derbyshire. 

Joint Committee 

The Assembly called for th e Report of the Joint Committee which was submitted 
[with the following alterations: p. ·12 Delete after STANDING ORDERS the 
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for the Maintenance of the Ministry, the prov1s1on of pensions for retired 
ministers, for the carrying on of the Church's work at home and overseas, and for 
the administering of the Charitable 



16. The Assembly welcomes the assurances given by the ecumenical bodies 
that the United Reformed Church will be welcomed as a member Church and 
hereby RESOLVES TO BECOME A MEMBER CHURCH of the World Council of 
Churches, the British Council of Churches, the Free Church Federal Council, 
and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 

17. The Assembly, desiring that the United Reformed Church should enter fully 
into the life of the CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL FOR WORLD MISSION as a 
constituent member, resolves to apply for such membership. It authorises the 
Department of World Church and Mission to act in liaison with CCWM in 
accordance with the Joint Committee report (p. 8). 

18. The Assembly resolves to nominate CORRESPONDING MEMBERS to those 
Assemblies of other Churches to which either uniting Church has sent correspond
ing members in the past and as invited by those Churches to appoint them. It ing 
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Church Act, 1972, to th3 Executive Committee and until further appointment 
by that Committee any p3rson or persons having authority to act on behalf of 
any association dissolved by Section 5 in respect of any trust to which Sections 
12 (2) (c) or Section 18 (1) apply shall continue to exercise that authority as 
if he or they had been appointed by the Assembly. 

Nominations Committee 

The Assembly called for the second Report of th e Joint Interim Nominations 
Committee which was submitted by the Revd . Dr. N. Goodall. On his motion, 
seconded by the Revd . A. J. G. Walker, th e Report was received and the following 
resolutions adopted: 

1. The Assembly resolves that th e Revd . Kenneth Slack, M.B .E., LL. D., shall 
be Moderator of the second Genera l Assembly, and that in the meantime he be 
deemed Moderator-Elect. 

2. Th e Assembly appoints Tellers, as set out in Schedule I, to scrutinize the 
votes of members of the second General Assembly in the election of a Moderator 
for the year 1974-'75. 

3. The Assembly appoints Moderators of Synod in the severa l Provinces as set 
out in Schedule II for the periods stated therein . 

4. The Assembly appoints officers to serve the Church as set out in Schedule 
111, to serve in the first instance for the periods stated therein . 

5. The Assembly appoints the officers and members of the several Departments 
and Committees as set out in Schedule IV, the officers to serve for th e periods 
stated therein. 

6. The Assembly instructs the Nominations Committee to prepare a scheme for 
the staggered retirement of the elected members of its Committees, and to report 
to the next Assembly. 

7. The Assembly appoints representatives to ecumenica l bodi es as set out in 
Schedule V. 

8. The Assembly resolves that in cases where either of the uniting Assemblies 
has been represented which are not covered by Resolution 7, those representatives 
shall continue to serve until appropriate adjustments have been made in con
sultation with the bodies concerned. 

9. The Assembly discharges the Committee with thanks. 

The above mentioned Schedules are set out in the Appendix to the Minutes. 

Inductions General Secretaries 

The Assembly proceeded to the induction of the Rt. Revd. J . Huxtable and the 
Revd . A. L. Macarthur jointly into the office of General Secretary. The Act of 
Induction was duly conducted, according to the prescribed form, by the Revd . 
Principal A. G. Macleod. 

The Assembly proceeded to the induction of the Revds. J . H. Williams, D. G. 
Stewart, J. 





Close of Assembly 

The General Assembly, having in the good providence of God brought its 
business to an end, the next Assembly was summoned to meet in the City 
Temple, London, on the Monday after the first Sunday in May, 1973. 

The proceedings of the General Assembly of 1972 were then formally closed 
with prayer, praise and the Benediction. 

Signed in the name and by authority of the United Reformed Church in 
England and Wales by 

Moderator 

Clerk 
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FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 
Departmental Secretary-Revd E. W. Todd-30th June 1977. 
Consultant-Mr. F. E. Crozier-January 1974. 
Chief Accountant-No nomination. 
Secretary for Publications and Publicity-Mr. Percy W. Bush. 
Editor of Journal-Revd Dr. J. K. Gregory-30th June 1977 

SCH EDU LE IV 

DEPARTMENTS AND COMMITTEES 
(Dates refer to the date of the General Assembly in any year) 

CHURCH LIFE DEPARTMENT 
Chairman-Mrs. Gwen Hall-1979 
Secretary-~e Departmental Secretmy 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE ~ 
Provincial Representatives-197 4 

- 1 Mrs. M. Tasker 
11 Revd K. M . Hendry 

--·111 Mrs. A. Cooper 
--· 1v Professor J. R. Wilkie 
-- V Mr. E. G. Leigh Brown 

VI Revd J . E. Fenn 

VII 
VIII 

IX 
- x 

XI 
XII 

Revd E. A. Banyard 
Revd G. Bobbett 
Revd M. G. Dunford RE:vD J"'. fii 
Miss S. Fairbairn 11-l c Rf'll0 N 
Revd R. F. Clark 
Revd C. K. Forecast 

together 





DOCTRINE AND WORSHIP 
Chairman-Revd Dr. E. R. Routley-1979 
Secretary-Revd D. Mel I hagga-1977 

·,AiFMf&,-C,_gH*k- Revd T. C. Micklem Revd J. M . Todd 
Revd Principal G. B. Cai rd.....,Mr. J. M. Ross Revd Janet Webber 
Revd D. C. M . Gardner Revd H. M. Springbett Revd Dr. B. A. Wren 
Revd Professor J. Hick ~ , .:),,.,~ f~J. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
~--

Chairman-Revd C. C. Franks-1979 

H
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